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SUBJECT: REDUCTION IN SHIP SPEED 

1. AS EMBASSY AWARE, NORWAY'S MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND 
SHIPPING, EVENSEN, VISITED WASHINGTON LAST MONTH. AT THAT 
TIME HE PROPOSED AN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT LIMITING THE 
SPEED OF SHIPS IN ORDER TO SAVE BUNKER FUEL. 

2- AT THIS STAGE WE WOULD FIND USEFUL GON THOUGHTS RE 
HOW SUCH SPEED REGULATIONS WOULD BE APPLIED TO VESSELS OF 
DIFFERENT CLASSES HAVING WIDELY DIVERGENT MAXIMUM 
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EFFICIENT SPEEDS. FACTORS SUCH AS HULL CONFIGURATION, 
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NUMBER OF PROPS, PROP SIZE, TYPE OF POWER PLANT, ETC., 

WOULD APPEAR TO DETERMINE EFFICIENT SPEED AS WELL AS 
MAXIMUM SPEEDS. THERE COULD ALSO BE NEED FOR SOME CARGOES 
TO MOVE AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE BETWEEN PORTS OF 
EMBARKATION AND DEBARKATION. KISSINGER 
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